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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 December 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



1 . Applicant's arguments filed on 10/06/03 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicants argue that Vancelette fails to disclose the selection circuit is operable 
to extract two channels of data simultaneously (Remarks page 6, 1 st and 2 nd 
paragraphs). 

In reply, Vancelette discloses the selection circuit (the set-top terminal 70 in 
figure 5) selects the primary channel (primary signal) using PID for the screen 
displaying (Col. 10, lines 21-35; the selection circuit (the set-top terminal 70 in figure 5) 
also selects the alternate channel (alternate signal) using appropriate PID for the screen 
displayer (Col. 10, line 57-col. 1 1 , line 5). Moreover, Vancelette also discloses the 
viewer has the capable of viewing both the primary and alternate signals (primary and 
alternate channels) in a split-screen or picture in picture format (Col. 4, lines 41-48). 
Therefore the examiner is in the position the selection circuit (the set-top terminal 70 in 
figure 5) is operable to extract two channels of data simultaneously when the viewer 
views both primary and alternate signals. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. patent No. 6,434,146 to Movshovich et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,894,320 to 
Vancelette. 

Regarding to claim 1 , Movshovich et al disclose a data processing circuit 
comprising: 

The front-end interface 104 receives plurality-of-channels input (Fig. 1); 
The selection circuit in figure 5 having: 

The channel identification data extracting circuit 354 for extracting channel 
identification data regarding a selected channel in input packet data (fig. 5; col. 8, lines 
36-67); 

The comparison circuit 372 for comparing the extracted channel identification 
data with channel specifying data regarding a predetermined selected channel (Fig. 5; 
col. 9, lines 18-27); 

The packet data validity instruction signal generation circuit 380 for outputting a 
packet data validity instruction signal indicating whether the packet data is valid or not 
based on the comparison result (Fig. 5, 6; col. 10, lines 1-47); 

The selection circuit 400 provides input packet data to transmission path when 
packet data validity instruction signal is valid (Col. 10, line 28-67). 

Movshovich et al fail to disclose the selection circuit selects two channels 
simultaneously. Vancelette disclose a processing circuit comprising a set-top terminal 
70 (selection circuit) in figure 5 that extracts a primary channel, and alternate channel 
simultaneously (Col. 4, lines 42-48; col. Col. 10, line 39-col. 11, line 11). A skilled 
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artisan would have been motivated to modify the selection circuit in Movshovich et al 
system so that it selects two channels at the same time as the set-top terminal 70 in 
Vancelette in order to allow the viewers to watch two programs from different provider 
as taught by Vancelette. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art by the time the invention was made to have the selection circuit 
of Movshovich et al designed for extracting two channels simultaneously. 

Regarding to claim 2 , Movshovich et al disclose the channel identification data 
extraction circuit 354 receives a timing signal 356 for specifying an input timing of the 
packet data and extracts the channel identification data based on the input timing (Col. 
8, lines 40-67). 

Regarding to claim 3 , Movshovich et al disclose the transmission circuit transmits 
insert data (gap signal) when there is no data for transmitting (Col. 13, lines 5-7; lines 
47-56). Movshovich et al also disclose the transmission circuit receives data when data 
validity instruction signal is valid (Col. 10, lines 40-54). Therefore, the examiner is in the 
position the transmission circuit transmits the insert data (gap signal) when data validity 
instruction signal is invalid (because there is data coming). 

Regarding to claim 4 . Movshovich et al disclose the insert data (gap signal) is 
information data regarding the selected channel because the signal indicate the channel 
has no data to send. 

Regarding to claim 5 , Movshovich et al disclose the data processing circuit 
further comprises a memory circuit (PID table) for storing the channel specifying data 
(Col. 7, lines 63-65). 
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Regarding to claim 6 , Movshovich et al disclose the memory circuit (PID table) is 
updated by the computer (processor) 216 (Col. 7, lines 65-67; col. 8, lines 39-41), the 
examiner understands that the computer 216 is used for writing channel specifying data 
because the examiner interprets "update" by writing new and deleting unused 
information. 

Regarding to claim 7 . Movshovich et al disclose a transmission packet data 
memory circuit 428 for storing packet data to be transmitted to the data transmission 
path (Fig. 6; col. 12, lines 21-25). 

Wherein the transmission circuit 400 selects the input data and writes it to a 
transmission packet data memory circuit 428 when the packet data validity instruction 
signal indicates validity (Fig. 6; col. 10, lines 38-54; col. 12, lines 21-25). 

Regarding to claim 8 , Movshovich et al fail to disclose explicitly the transmission 
circuit transmits data at predetermined intervals. However, Movshovich et al disclose 
the circuit transmits data at the same fixed rate of input data (Col. 12, lines 45-49; col. 
13, lines 23-30). Movshovich et al also disclose the transmission circuit transmits data in 
fixed length packet (Fig. 7). It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art by the time the invention was made to modify the transmission circuit in 
the system taught by Movshovich et al so that it transmits data at predetermined 
intervals depending the capacity of the transmitter. A skilled artisan would have been 
motivated to so in order to keep the circuit transmits data at fixed rate of input data as 
taught by Movshovich et al 
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Regarding to claim 9 , Movshovich et al disclose using IEEE 1394 standard, 
which uses serial bus (Col. 12, line 65-col.13, line 5). 

Regarding to claim 10 . Movshovich et al disclose the device comprises an IEEE 
1394 interface (Col. 12, lines 34-49). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhat Do whose telephone number is (703) 305-5743. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM (Monday-Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (703) 308-5340. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



Nhat Do 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2663 



February 9, 2004. 




